Present tense

Spanish Grammar

FREE CHEAT SHEET - A1-A2

For regular verbs, drop -ar, -er or -ir and add the person ending. The ending and context usually make the subject

clear, so subject pronouns are often omitted: Hablo espaiiol.

Regular verbs

hablar comer vivir
yo hablo como vivo
td hablas comes vives
él/ella/usted habla come vive
nosotros/as hablamos  comemos  vivimos
vosotros/as habldis coméis vivis
ellos/ellas/ustedes hablan comen viven

-er and -ir share their endings except nosotros and vosotros: comemos,
vivimos - coméis, vivis. Usted takes the él/ella form, ustedes the
ellos/ellas form.

When to use it

1 What is happening now

One form covers "l read" and "I'm reading"; estoy leyendo
stresses an action in progress.

What are you doing? I'm

¢Qué haces ? Leo un libro.
reading a book.

2 Habits and routines

Comemos en casa los domingos. We eat at home on
Sundays.
3 Facts and general truths

Mis padres viven en Madrid. My parents live in Madrid.

4 Future plans or schedules, often with a time word

I'm working at home tomorrow.

Mafiana mzbaz'o en casa.

Key irregular verbs

ser to be estar to be irto go tener to have decir to say 0ir to hear
yo soy estoy voy tengo digo 0igo
tu eres estds vas tienes dices oyes
él/ella/usted es estd va tiene dice oye
nosotros/as somos estamos vamos tenemos decimos 0imos
vosotros/as sots estdis vais tenéis dects ofs
ellos/ellas/ustedes son estdn van tienen dicen oyen

Ser and 7r change completely; estar is regular apart from estoy and the stressed estds, estd, estdn. Tener and decir have -go in yo (tengo, digo) and

also change their stem (venir is similar: vengo, vienes, venimos). Ofr adds y: oyes, oye, oyen.

Irregular yo forms to learn

-GO

hacer = hago - poner = pongo - salir - salgo - traer = traigo
-ZCO (MOST VOWEL + -CER, -CIR)

conocer = conozco - parecer = parezco - conducir = conduzco
-oY

dar > doy - estar = estoy

Also soy, voy, but ser and ir are irregular throughout.

OTHERS
saber = sé - ver = veo

Stem and spelling changes

coger = cojo - elegir = elijo - seguir —> sigo - distinguir =
distingo

Coger, distinguir: spelling only, same sound. Elegir, seguir also e - i

eliges, sigues. Construir adds y (construyo), but not in construimos.

Questions and negatives

No extra word like "do": a question is the same verb with ;?,
and no goes before the verb.

¢ Hablas inglés? No, no hablo inglés.

Do you speak English? No, | don't speak English.
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Stem-changing (boot) verbs

The stressed stem vowel changes in every form except nosotros
and vosotros. Jugar is the only common u - ue verb. Full detail on
the stem-changing verbs cheat sheet.

Change Boot forms No change in nosotros
e~ ie quiero, quieres querer: queremos

0~ ue puedo, puedes poder: podemos

e pido, pides pedir: pedimos

u - ue juego, juegas Jjugar: jugamos

Common mix-ups
X Yosotroshablais

Regular vosotros forms carry an accent: habldis, coméis, vivis.

v Vosotros habldis

X Nowpmmpelremes v Nosotros vivimos

X Yotrablerespesiol v Hablo espaiiol
Conjugate the verb; the -0 already means "I".
X Yo-haco v Yo hago

X Estoy-hambre

Hunger, thirst and age take tener.

v Tengo hambre

Free to print and share


https://spanishgrammar.co.uk/
https://spanishgrammar.co.uk/
https://spanishgrammar.co.uk/regular-verbs-present-tense

